
Welcome of the DG of EIPA  
at the EPSA 2017 Award Ceremony 
at the Provincial Government House 

Wednesday, 22 November 2017 
 

(right after the welcome speech by the host, Governor/King’s 
Commissioner for the Province of Limburg, Mr Theo Bovens) 

 
Dear Governor, 
Dear Representatives of the Estonian Presidency and the European 
Commission, 
Dear Members of the Board of EIPA, 
Dear EPSA Participants, 
Dear Colleagues, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Let me first of all say a big ‘thank you’ to you, Governor Bovens, and to your 
team. Without your generous support we would not be here today in this 
beautiful environment with a historic flavour, thanks to the Maastricht Treaty 
being signed here.  

My colleagues and I have been looking forward to this moment with 
excitement and enthusiasm. And so have the applicants too. Thank you all for 
being here with us in order to celebrate the results of the European Public 
Sector Award 2017!  

I would also like to use the opportunity to thank the Steering Committee 
members of the participating governments for their support, their confidence 
and the very direct and positive cooperation. 

The result of the deliberations of yesterday at the parallel workshops will 
certainly not lead to another Maastricht Treaty. However, it might also change 
the world of public administrations in Europe, at least a bit: 

- it might help the public administrations present here to exchange know-
how in the interest of the citizens and the business world; as we all 
know, good and reliable administration is necessary for a strong 
economy and competitiveness, 



- it might also help to further improve administrations’ efficiency, 
processes and effectiveness, particularly regarding the services they 
deliver to the citizens.  

In less than two hours, we will know who will actually win the three trophies. 
And we all benefit from this award event. By sharing one always wins: new 
insights, valuable feedback and new ideas and, moreover, we will learn from 
the experience of the EPSA participants.  

So, let me now hand over the floor to Ms Marlen Piskunov, Head of the 
Public Administration and Public Service Department within the Estonian 
Ministry of Finance. 

Thank you for your attention! 


